
 
 
 
 
 

 
 ne had the special privilege of participating in the London Marathon this year held on the 23rd 
of April, not as a runner I must emphasise but as a volunteer marshal on the Mile 14 stretch of 
the East London route. I was pleased to meet a few other Rotarians many of whom were getting 

involved for the first time like me.  I saw the indefatigable spirit of HEROES from many nationalities 
determined to do their best for the causes they care about.  Anybody would see the huge potential such 
an event – the biggest in the world could offer to Rotary. The publicity it would give our good work for a 
start is earnomous. I encourage clubs to consider getting involved.  I am tossing my hat in the ring as a 
runner next year and wonder how many others out there are willing to join me. Wish me luck. 

“Young People Need to Understand Money…”
         Jo Ann Ross writes… 
The Rotary Club of London 
Centenary is raising funds to 
partner with Junior 
Achievement (Africa) for a 
Gold Partnership that will 
allow 100 girls to participate 
in a Work Readiness 
Programme in Zimbabwe.  
Since November 2016, 
Junior Achievement 
Zimbabwe, JAZ in 
partnership with 
International Youth 
Foundation, USAID, 
Swedish Embassy and 
DFID has been 
implementing the 
employability programme 
in Harare and Bulawayo. 
The program provides life 
skills training, mentorship 
and placements of young 
people as interns with the 

aim of promoting their transition to full-time employment. 
Further to this, the programme aims to create a platform for 
employers especially the private sector to contribute 
meaningfully in preparing young people for the world of work.                
   An internship is often the first and 
most important job placement that enables young people to 
apply their skills and knowledge from classroom to a working 
environment. The main challenge faced by young people to break 

through into the world of work is lack soft skills which are 
considered essential by employers. Apart from the above factor, 
young people are also facing challenges like lack of work 
experience, professional contacts and networks. This has 
resulted in high unemployment amongst the youths. 298 young 
people; 211 females and 87 males were trained in life skills for 
internship placement. In Harare alone, 216 young people 
comprising 153 females and 63 males have benefitted, 15 of 
them have so far transitioned into full-time employment. 
 Private sector companies, civil societies and SMEs have 
helped to support the programme. The other key aspect of the 
initiative is to place young women in previous male dominated 
sectors such as engineering and information & computer 
technology. Students have attended the Zimbabwe Stock 
Exchange, People’s Own Savings Bank, MBCA Bank, Ministry of 
Primary and Secondary Education, Stanbic Bank and Thrive 
Microfinance for Women at the University of Zimbabwe to see 
their operations. Some of the bank officials have also visited 
students in schools to raise awareness on financial literacy. 
"Young people need to understand money; how to obtain it, use 
it, grow it and live off it. They need to be educated, inspired and 
motivated to take the risks to venture into the world of 
entrepreneurship to create job opportunities in the local and 
global economies" said one of the financial representatives. 
               Beyond ensuring access to quality basic education for all, 
it has been agreed that Africa’s school systems need to 
emphasize work readiness, financial literacy and 
entrepreneurship to produce graduates who can compete with 
the global workforce. It is no doubt a win-win situation for us all, 
join us. Jo Ann is a Past Club President of the RC of London 
Centenary and splits her home between Zimbabwe and the UK.

  

 
 

This year, district assembly for all chairpersons of international service committees of clubs will take place on 

Thursday, 1st of June 2017 at the district office, 6 York Gate London NW1 4QG, starting at 18:30hrs. The focus of 

this year’s training is empowering international service officers to independently manage novel international service 

projects within their clubs and to share their successes using modern reporting tools.     

It promises to be a forum like no other presented in the past.  Spaces are very limited so to ensure that your 

club is represented, hurry and register for this event through the invitation which has already been extended via 

Eventbrite.  A click of the button is all it takes to register, if you have not received the invitation, kindly let us know.
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Contact our Committee 
 

Shelterbox: Shirley Kirk 
shirleykirk0@gmail.com 

Health & Hunger: Trevor Johnson 
teenjay79@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Suresh Bharwaney 
suresh.bharwaney@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Tony Sharma 
tonysharma99@gmail.com 

Save a Child’s Heart: Walter Felman 
walterfelman@aol.com 

Int’l Celebrations: Vincento Maini 
vincento.maini@db.com 

Int’l Aid: Selvadurai Shanthakumar 
shanthakumar23@gmail.com 

Pain Clinic: Hardev Coonar 
hscoonar@hotmail.com 

Recycling Projects: Adrian Faiers 
protection@rotaryinlondon.org 

Clean Water: Alok Agrawal 
alok@agrawal.me.co.uk 

Mary’s Meals: Peter Bradley 
peterbradley@madafish.com 

Peace Envoys: Francis Uwaechi 
international@rotaryinlondon.org 

 
 

 

We aim to celebrate success stories in international service. If you have an experience you would like to share, then please get in touch with us. 
Contact Francis Uwaechi our district chairperson via email: international@rotary.org 

 
 

Registered for the International Service Assembly holding on the 1st of June? 
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