
 
 
 
 
 

 
his month, many families will celebrate Christmas. Incidentally, December is also the month 
designated in Rotary as the Family Month. It is a happy time of the year when people come 
together in good spirit to felicitate with one another and exchange gifts.  Sadly, not every child 

will be lucky to receive one this year.  As we therefore look forward to reuniting with loved ones, spare 
some thought for all those who may not be privileged to share in the joy of the season. Let us particularly 
ensure that no child is forgotten. We call on Rotarians to join the District Governor for this year’s district 
carol service at the St. Marylebone church on Wednesday 7th December 2016 at 19:00 hours. Please 
come along bearing beautiful gifts that would put a memorable smile on a child’s face. Thank you. 

 

The Rotary Club of Roding at their best! 
Twenty years ago, in 1996 
during her first stint as 
president of the Rotary Club 
of Roding, 
Christine started a 
vision which will 
come to inspire 
many. It was a 
simple thought 
which could hardly 
be considered 
significant at the 
time of its 
inception.  Back 
then, the Shoebox 
Project was a new idea.  
Today, with so many 
Shoebox concepts flying 
around, not many people are 
aware that members of the 
Rotary Club of Roding are 
pioneers of a sort who have 
had the project going for 
twenty odd years! Needless 
to say then that they have 

been pretty quiet about it, until now. When she took office again as 
president this year, Christine Johnson was determined to continue to 
push the project.  So recently, on Wednesday 9th November 2016, she 

went in to thank the 
staff and pupils of St. 
Anthony’s school 
Woodford Green on 
behalf of the Rotary club 
of Roding on the 
twentieth anniversary 
of the project.   The 
school and its pupils 
have continued to fill 
about 500 boxes with 
supplies every year 

beautifully decorated with Rotary’s logo and then shipped overseas to 
where they are desperately needed.  Over time, they have helped fill 
10,000 boxes and counting! President Christine expresses optimism that 
the Rotary club of Roding will continue to lend its support to the project 
and commended the headteacher Miss Chris Curtis who was also there 
at the launch of the project in 1996 for being a highly commendable 
supporter of the initiative. Christine has further invited Rotary clubs to 
partner with the Roding club in extending the project for the benefit of 
more children and stands ready to offer advice on the successes and 
challenges of the journey so far. (photo credit: Janice Spindlow)    

hristopher Baker Brian the local Chiswick CEO of BBOXX was happy to visit the Rotary Club of Chiswick 

and Bretford to tell their story which was quite inspirational.  Three co-founders of BBOXX met at Imperial 
College London while undertaking studies in Electrical and Electronics Engineering. Travelling the world, 

they saw the gap in available power and recognized the challenges posed to communities, education and health and 

decided to do something.  It is no news that many companies and governments struggle to achieve tangible results in 
these areas despite the availability of enormous resources. Undaunted by the inherent logistic problems, the trio 
founded a student charity which exposed the potential for off-grid solar solutions in the developing countries. Their 
product is a solar charged battery with sim card to allow zero cost down payments and minimal monthly charge. The 

battery comes with LED lights, mobile charger and more attachments.  
                    Now mobile carriers and especially satellite TV companies are seeing how this opens a huge gateway for 
them across Africa. The solution has been very successful in Kenya and Rwanda. Christopher would welcome assistance 
bootstrapping in Africa, he already has 300 employees for support and sales across two other countries and just received 
$10m in third round funding. If your club or organization would like to explore how communities in Africa could benefit, 
then get in touch for more information.  Richard is a member of the Rotary Club of Chiswick and Brentford 
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Contact our Committee 
 

Shelterbox: Shirley Kirk 
shirleykirk@gmail.com 

Health & Hunger: Trevor Johnson 
teenjay79@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Suresh Bharwaney 
suresh.bharwaney@gmail.com 

Mercy Ships: Tony Sharma 
tonysharma@rotaryinlondon.org 

Save a Child’s Heart: Walter Felman 
walterfelman@aol.com 

Int’l Celebrations: Vincento Maini 
vincento.maini@db.com 

Int’l Aid: Selvadurai Shanthakumar 
shanthakumar23@gmail.com 

Pain Clinic: Hardev Coonar 
hscoonar@hotmail.com 

Recycling Projects: Adrian Faiers 
protection@rotaryinlondon.org 

Clean Water: Alok Agrawal 
alok@agrawal.me.co.uk 

Mary’s Meals: Peter Bradley 
peterbradley@madafish.com 

Peace Envoys: Francis Uwaechi 
international@rotaryinlondon.org 

 
 

 

We aim to celebrate success stories in international service. If you have an experience you would like to share, then please get in touch with us. 
Contact Francis Uwaechi our district chairperson via email: international@rotary.org 

 
 

The Rotary Club of Chiswick and Brentford 
               gives audience to BBOXX… Richard Donovan writes 

 
Miss Curtis (l) making a presentation to Christine (r) 
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